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Pragmatism Research Philosophy 

 

Pragmatism research philosophy accepts concepts to be relevant only if they support action. 

Pragmatics “recognise that there are many different ways of interpreting the world and 

undertaking research, that no single point of view can ever give the entire picture and that there 

may be multiple realities”[1] 

Positivism and interpretivism are two extreme mutually exclusive paradigms about the nature 

and sources of knowledge. While many dissertation topics fall broadly within one of these two 

main paradigms, there is an occasional need for seasoned researchers to “modify their 

philosophical assumptions over time and move to a new position on the continuum”.[2] The 

modified philosophical assumptions are adapted by pragmatic researchers, who usually happen 

to be experienced researchers. 

According to pragmatism research philosophy, research question is the most important 

determinant of the research philosophy. Pragmatics can combine both, positivist and 

interpretivism positions within the scope of a single research according to the nature of the 

research question. 

As it is illustrated in the table below, unlike positivism and interpretivism research 

philosophies, pragmatism research philosophy can integrate more than one research 

approaches and research strategies within the same study. 
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2 
 

 

Research 

approach 
Ontology Axiology 

Research 

strategy 

Positivism Deductive Objective Value-free Quantitative 

Interpretivism Inductive Subjective Biased Qualitative 

Pragmatism Deductive/Inductive 
Objective or 

subjective 

Value-

free/biased 

Qualitative and/or 

quantitative 

Positivism, interpretivism and epistemologies[3] 

Pragmatist management researchers can be compared to architects. In the same way architects 

use whatever materials and methods needed to build the building they schemed in paper, 

pragmatists use whatever combination of methods necessary to find answers to research 

questions. At the same time, it has to be noted that pragmatists do not have to use multiple 

methods; rather they use method or combination of methods that advances a specific research 

in the best possible manner… 
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