
Research proposal 

If you are required to prepare a research proposal, you will need to include the following: 

 

Title 

This should be brief, and accurately reflect the nature of the project. 

 

Introduction 

A concise statement of the problem area and why you have chosen it. 

 

Research problem and questions 

Outline your research question(s) or the focus that will guide your empirical investigation or 

review. This should have been formulated from your reading of relevant literature. 

 

Literature Review 

You should have already read some articles or books in the general area of your topic. Write a 

short discussion of what this literature – of at least 10 (in total) journal articles/books/book 

chapters – has suggest of relevance to your topic. Use appropriate referencing and develop an 

argument that backgrounds the issue you want to investigate and lends support to your 

proposed study. 

 

Research Methodology 

This section is a concise outline of how you will undertake your investigation. 

The methodological framework  

Study population and sample 

Data collection tools 

Data analysis 

Ethical considerations (if required) including identification and discussion of how to be 

addressed 
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