A Textbook of Historiograph,

Shajara-i-ansap,

13

author,

utb-ud-Din Aibak abour 1206,

ed and bound for his library.
the main pare of the work
d chirtyscven genealogies. The critical
proach of Arab historiography to its sources as, for cxample, the
wd criticism rigorosly employed by al-Tabari, is totally absent.

k is praised and his career described. The Ghor i
dustan are explained and the conversion of the infidels which,
Wlubarak says, followed those victorics are also described.? The
puder of Muhammad Ghori and the subsequent assumpri
Wafower by Aibak ac Lahore are recounted. The Shajara is tel

d:

didactic in nacure.

MEDIEVAL INDO-MUSLIM HISTORIOGRAPHY;
" 1. THE SULTANATE PERIOD ‘

The Muslims, like tie Christians, had a keeher sense of history 4
2 more precise sense of chronology than the ancienc Hindus,
it was in the wake of the Muslim conquest of Hindustan

- - reinforced from B ) S,
Muslim hiscori in Indi i i ik

icaj Juzj i ily and was
Vinhaj-us-Siraj Juzjani belonged to a migrne family
(icitic by birh and Pareogs A learned man, he held several
posts before his final appointment as chief gazi at Delhi under
Nasic-ud-Din (1246) afiee whom the Tabagar is named

inhaj's sources are ‘cruseworthy chronicles’, personal evidence,

worl

4 .
i i inhaj’ -i-Nasiri is_what Franz
:basic. form in Minhajs Tabagar-i m
el 1 ottt i i gy by o0
h is equivalent to a chapter is given to ca
“Siplrarddepirpde thtdymay So v e ope
it gi wen
il k that it gives an account of more than dymasis
S : it he Nile to the Ganges, and from
of the Christian era. Such genene 1o, nth and el e L word from e Nl (0 b Gy o he
medieval Chriscian hisene off pcriarchs and prop! d

1. General Universal Histories of the Sultanace Period
(1200-1526)

The i icis i i
wo'];:;l::\iv:nng general or universal histories of the sl
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of Hindust i
Tndiy "4us@R, the Shamsi Maliks, and
‘The ‘uni: p 1 &
o :W:nzlu:l history of Minhaj, writes Harbans Mukhiag
nos sl oyy‘m:fl historical perspecive. The Tabagat i, iy
3 ic: i i
Tiverof oo pokphical natrive, descibing events a3 pare
nor an inquiry into the relationship of individual dynasti
o indivi ynastics
history of the world.# The work 1s 4 string of fragmented
is i d of

the Mongol invasio

e e
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a casual reference to any divine force or god's displeasure
ing brought about that evenc. The causes sve all cconomic,
jical and military, combined with the rash, impolicic, unwise
cruel measures of Tughlaq. Yer, if waning in critical methods
causal explanation and" suffering form a defective idea ‘of
ry, Sarhindi's work, as Hardy writes, abounds in moral
ecepts in prose and verse. R

sk g i

Bihamad Khani: Ta

:_ach unit, whether dynastic or regnal, is he
For Minhaj, causaion in history lics in human volition, thoughg
tmes divine will and predestinacion intrude into his narrative
<causing historical events. For example, it was predestined thar
states of Hindustan should come under Illumish. Again, in
second batcle of Tarain (1192) almighty god gave the victory
Islam, chough almighty god does not figure in the firsc baude
Tarain (1191) for it was a victory for Prichviraj.”

ubarak S}mbfr (1428-34)

| While Minhaj mainly relics on former hiscories,

e author of the Taikh-i-Mul

Yahya ibn Ahamad Sarhin
i, appears to have beer

Shabi,

after one of whom his work is named. Sachindi vaguely tells us tha] and war missiles y when ain
he copied his account of past rulers up to the accession of Fing| at the faithful.” History for both these authors is didactic—
Tughlaq from ‘the different histories', and after that he wrote o summoning of the

n a courtier of the Sayyid rulers of Delij underlined by d

ihamad Khani's father was mugti of Irich, north of Jhansi, under
b ‘sultan’ of Kalpi. Khani's Tarikh-i-Muhammadi, completed in
1439, covers much the same ground as Minhaj's Tabagar, but adds
ccouncs of the subsequent sultans of Delhi, of Timur, and of the
Jruggles of the sultans of Kalpi with their Hindu and Muslim
eighbors. The work also includes stereotyped biographies of saints.
Khani paraphrases
ke Minhaj, Khani takes no trouble to cxamine
Pecer
Hardy writes: “The absence of the discipline of Hadith cricicism is
he presence of miraculous elements dreams, visions
which do not obey the laws of gravity when aimed.

carlier ones. And, i X
the veracity of his sources. Both are historians from authori

wrath of heaven upon vice; and one cannot
in histories that are theocratic in

the basis of his own memory, and reliable
Employing no critical technique, he has often recourse to t]
infallible formula thac ‘God alonc knows the cruch.” Yer hi
information is fairly correct.

ign. F
detailed and consistent. History for Sarhindi is a recounting o
individual events without its having any organic role. He rarel
interpress, divine grace taking che place of causal explanation|
Mukhia observes d'u[t d:hen is only one instance of a full cau

& s ion of Muh

cha
a T,
empire - and here, among the sevcn ues sl o

e} In the tenth cer

expect ly thec
P eter. ‘These historians abase the infidel and sanguinely curse

him.

2. Particular Histories

Aptistic Forms of History Writing:
Nizami, Amir Khusrasu and Isami
nuiy AD a stylistic device dcvel;ped lin Muslim

h f pocury and rhymed prose in
hiscoriography. It was fhe use 0 O ree writers of historical

historical pancgyrics. There wes
riod-

" "
ics in the hi sulf -
P’%‘ﬁ"a“m was Eaun Nizami] whose| 7j-us-Ma"ai#tr wiitten
during 1206-12T7 purports @ tell the glol f the Ghorid
% inimum of historical facts

conquerors bue does it by recording the mi
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asked to
of the scripr,
say char che
by Firuz,

Both works — Sirar.i.

~ abound

reporcers’

Barani's _ T4k

Barani _belonged
generacions had enj

Delhi. He himself had been a nadim (boon companion) of Sult|
Muhammad Tughlaq for more than seventcen years. But wich d

latter’s death in

his property. reune embittered his feelings against the
class of plebeian upstarc officials who had risen to power a

Delhi court. Wound

religious and moral
tive as hiscorical biographics. Firuz Tugl
appears as “a ailor’s dummy garbed in ideal accribuscs,
@ilaeﬂ'c History: Zia ud-Din Parani (1285-1359)

when the author was seventy-four,

‘e Sultap’
? incficianey e Poli
Blarites in the myp

offences includin, embe
and Jax rol )
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sections of the sociery which :
goration in the Zarik) 13 found vent in many «

Sources and Chronology
g Do o the odher chronicders of the Suleaoass period,

e vy a matter. o investigated information loas eer.

fhiculty in making the epy
ved from dheir provenance o

Truz Shahi and AGFs Tarikh-i-Firuz

and “honocable narracors'. Hardy finds boo
hlak,

iruz_Shahy, compleced in 1357, was wrical
and it was writcen in bitcernes|

0 an aristocratic family which for chre]

joyed power and position under the Sultans)

Hardy to the

Juure of history.
bould be
fronologicaly. !

» the old historian fell from power and

led feelings developed into a hatred against

an
ould be denicd

ben. /inad source criticism is absent, and
fenity beeween hadis and tarikh, tha is,

beologically conditioned.
Barani does not arrange evenrs in their chronological order. He
pafuses dates and is very sparing in giving them; and when he docs
fre chem, they may be inaccurate. Harbans Mukhia observes that
s indifference to chronology cannot be blamed entircly on
fucani's failing memory; racher it owed to his belief in the didactic

the foundation of history, as Barani liﬁm\s: is “ruthfulness’,
- historian, he says, should avoid exaggeration ‘and. verbose
d be exact

pecsonal testimony and

ion was- his own vase

Nizami: “He records

emembers whatever has le 3 deep
ian also quotes 1 his sourcey
thodox, god-fearing persons,

his work on’ personal

the way Barani finds
tradicion and history, has
historical approach was

conclusion chat  his

History had cercain lessons and. these lessans

|=|li§1bl: even if the events described are disordered

Historian's Qualifications

his stacements. IF he utters lies, salvation
to him. That Barani does not suppress facts of
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o be readily admicced, Buc ghe specches ch,
es
like those chat The,

a flatterer,
Tughlag, 1€

Idea of Histo
PO &
Barani’s idea of history can be

Zarikb-i-Firuz Shahi—peagmaric, d.
o

idactic and aristocraric.

Farawa-i-Jahandari. History is didactic as it is to be i
view to deriving lessons from ic. *o be rudied vigh
Aristocraric: Barani’s concept of socie: consisti
R Pt ty as consisting of
history. Nizami writes:

He looked upon the historical landscape fi oot of

: pe from the foo of th
royal throne focusing his artention on the royalty and the
governing classes. For him history was cheir history and
auchority was their exclusive privilege. He failed to see |
greatness apart from and independent of kingship.!7
Aristocratic birth was cer

neeal to Barani's histori
was co his life. ity

+ The thought of the low-born be

and vice low birth ans metcher s
low birtl i
nt of effore.”!8 Sty

im (Barani) is high birch
be acquired through any amou

read in his preface 15 g

lasses had a direct bearing on his idea df

2 of
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3 Form and Content

Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi is, in its basic form, dynastic and regnal.

i j' i-Nasiri nacrating

ars of Firuz

i sultanate. Bacani beg
and tcfers o the frequency of Mongol invasions. Then he
on 0 deal with a very significant development in medieval
fan hiscory, thac is, the rise of Khalji imperialism and succeeds

ilicary, economic

of Muhammad Tughlak's character and personaliy, as well as
fiy and administration. The interest he shows in the details of
inistration, land-revenue collection, and economic life is very
iuable. Zarikh is a compendium of culture, apart from containing
of historians, philosophers, poets, physicians, saines and
deigious divines.

Religious and Didactic Nature

+ Hardy gives several examples of how the religious and didactic
wiporc of the Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi ofeen dictates Barani's
planation of hiscorical sicuations. Balban keeps the Mongols at
fay and subdues revolts by reason of his excellent appoincments of
ing persons. But since he is too violent towards Muslims
nd tolerates infidelicy in his kingdom, he loses his favorice son
Vuhammad in batcle against the Mongols and the Sulcanate passes
fom his family afier his death. Muhammad Tughlaq confronts a
toubles  because he patconizes unorthdox scholars —
ricularly those who employ Greek dialectic ~ and sheds the
llood of true Muslims. In contrast, Firuz Tughlug’s virtue enables
lim 0 enjoy unbroken success. The worldly success of Ala ud-Din
Khalji is accributed o the presence near Delhi of Shaikh
Nizam-ud-Din Auliya who was a friend of god. To look for the
uliimate course of history outside that course is an unhistorical
itticude.” Buc it should ‘be stressed thar Barani often sought to
g causes of events on a purely mundane and rational planc as
well. Believing that causation in history lies in the nacure of the
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Jsignificant that they light up the whole epoch and stand in
£ concrast to Minhaj's decailed but soulless account of chat
Boscch. Revealing is his description of Balban as ‘a wary old wolf,
his account of the manner in which Ala ud-Din Khalji effected
¥ evenncss of price in the market, which astonished all the wise
of the age. Barani arrests the reader’s attencion most in his
Cayal of Muhammad Tughlag as man and ruler. As Nizami
B . the Sultan and the historian were men of two different
fs. Yet it is Barani and not lsami or Ibn Batuta, the two other
emporary historians, who gives us a graphic, revealing and
ctrating study of the dynamic buc baffling personalicy of the
lag monarch.?? There are cxaggerations. The cvacuation of
i following the transfer of the capital could not have been so
plete as to have lefc no cac or dog, nor could Tughlagq’s
enc in tokén currency have ‘turned the house of every
findu into a mine.” B rations bring us nearer to the
ey and b : “Baran, in e, had o beer sense
e nce i nd its spiri an i icler o
old age. “The despair that is in my heart,” writes Baans, prsarjand twjshitishan snyiothegBentan Chronideciof ety
wears of blood from my eyeg; a wave from the river of bl dieval period.
out of my eyes, drips from my pen and stains the paper.
explains this subjectivism
cragedy of his life wric la
wricing, from which he could not scparate his own story. The
description of Muhammad Tughalq, for example, almost ollow,
the vagaries of the historian’s own_ psychological moods—ar ont

Subjectivity

A chief defect of Baranis History is i i
c d s 1y s its subjectivicy.
Tarikhei-Firuz Shahi to meet the canons of histori
ty largely owing to the circumstances of its com;

fal

-
y pointing out that Barani found e Assessment
rge in che history of the period he walg imself assessed his work as “of solid worth” and “
f credence”. 2% None would deny that of all the histories written
fn India during the period of the Delhi Sultanate, Barani's
i % # Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi is undoubtedly the most interest d the
moment extolling the Sultan to the skics but condemning hint snd ; id s B
uttering curses on him ac the nexc. Nizami sums up: jos: igorous,, Heewote ria simple, , 4
) s e born of ornamental verbiage, sometimes soaring high in poetic
It was not so much the Sultan who a mass of [wstasy. Buc doubts have been expressed on Barani's bona fides as
inconsistencies or a_mixture of opposites but the historian | authoritative historian. Ferishta blames him for withholding
himself who was & miserably torn personality. He projected b truch, Elliot for omitting o slurring some important events
his own psychological states in his assessmenc of the Sultan’s |for fear of ncucring the displeasure of his patron. And though
character. #pot deliberately dishonest, Barani’s subjectivity may have led to

imaginative style

Powsers of Recreating the Past
None could deny to Barani
getting the reader

description. Even his

0 powers of recreating the pasc
involved in the life of the period of
cidental references to Ieuem

ecti

bias — from che charge of suppression or distortion .of facts
ani’s merit, according to that critic, lics in supplying to his

i e oof Mleaders not a catalogue of events but glimpses into the spirit of

vi
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