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The English word ‘history’ is derived from the Greek word istorid.
meaning inquiry, research, exploration or information. In a broad
sense history is a wm_gﬂth.ﬁ_o.ﬂgm_and development
of humankind, a_record of the unique events and movemencs in its.

life. It is_ar attempt to recapture however_imperfectly, that which
is, i1 a sense, lost forever.

istory is” the gesult of the interplay of man wich his-
environment and with his fellowmen. Man has always expressed
himself in terms of cerrain basic need , clothing and

" shelter, social and political organization, knowledge of his

environment and transmission of such knowledge, self-expression

and religious and philosophical beliefs. Such acrivities’ togethf;? a@" ;

- make up the universal culcure pattern.! When men come to share
the same institutions and ways of life they may be said to possess
the same ‘culture’. Fundamental differences between groups are
essentially differences in their cultures. Cultyr do not remain
wholly static or isolated, but change over periods of time and
‘interact with other cultures. Cultures interact both in peace and
"war. When a people comie to have a highly complex cultural pattern

: resting upon. an . intricate social organization and exerting wide .
control over nature, they may be said to have achieved what is called

‘civilization’.2 Civilization ‘in all its varied aspects constitutes the

subject marter of history. Such a cultural approach o history would

make it a biography of civilization, . . . S :
History is the living past of man. It is the attempt made by man
through centuries to reconstruct, describe-and interpret his own
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4 In modern times, parcicul i
Radike, it has come co batan e o e Period of Nicbuh .ol piminary o any important hiswrical endeavor, but’of only
'a scholdtly fashion, sticking to cereain ety o "2 U<t the pasc i@l Prroce concern to the general reader. By holding up models of how
2 interpreting evidence, deali 10 definite rules of establishing & has been written through the cencuries, it guides the reseacch
‘6 d ling with source material, ecc. 3 ﬂl:l?‘ and m}pwrmion.l historian.
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3. Preconditions of Historiography
ogeaphy literally means the are of witin
scory of _history, or  the history
Historiography cclis the story of the
evolution or development of historical
include the evolution of the
e o

=

2. Historiography
Hisrori .
iaeary Wi bistory. I is he Records o
s writings, L ST it . The pri
writings. It has come cof matetials of reconstruction % 4K [ EELihind. They serve him as
s associaced with | ccords o femaifs TN L T cablishes. The tecords are of a dch
evidence of the faces o edals, coins, edicts, chronicles,
o liimacely ic comprises the study of thef variety—buildings, inscriprions, PR 210 T T ivate lewers
developmenc of man’s sense for the past.t cavelogues, decren rgh the study of such hiswory-as-ecords that
There have been differences in the nature and quality.as well o] and diaries. I¢ is cheouglh SO0 SO\ 000 cvencs, History dedls
the quanticy of historical literature in the differenc ages and among| the historian B0 WETGR, 1 R records, o Ristory.
different peoples. These differences have generally reflected changes §  with evidence: “ge methocls
in social fe and belich and the presence or abscnce oF a sense of Critical Method ! QEQZ_,M
history. The spirit chat moved the Greek and Roman historians was 1Y e e ) e
different froun thac which inspired the Christian historians of the iscory deals with =};l et il i
Middle Ages. The historical weitings of the lralian Renaissance, ind 2 records has 1o be wsedwith s &8 BRI,
culacly chat o davelli d 2 harsh reaction o | rcason that they ey 0L TS CRlorian should presume hat
feligious influence in history writing. The reaction reached its | complecely wrusting Fis squrees [ LUy Mire have been
Climax in the historians of the Enlightenmenc—Volaire, Gibbon, | ail data are doubtful unless S0
Hume and Robertson. The pace of change r;’u been greater cver | insrances of spurious /
ince as the study of the pasc has increasingly come under the e chnig
Soflucnce of anitold ideas. Historiography. as a special branch of " sl ey
history, traces these changes chrough the cencuries. ¥ s e
ile hi roper i the historian’s reconstruction of the past, 13 i
..;.,‘Z,”,";;';i’,'j,';v: ysPAnh.., Marwick, is ceally the history of %mm‘ hepinces
historical choughi—it is not only the chory or PRE s :f;;ﬁ; Soch information is crucial i
ly compositions of advanced literate u &b
u'.if‘.ﬂ"é'&L"ﬁ-é’&.ﬁ Chifi of ancienc (imﬂhﬂcn.f however, lme::iv;fl:‘jgc“ ¢ can be accepeed
logy and method of criticism | | conter A
the absect ol :izc::grl‘; O ficult and unceraain. From | [and internal
made the hisconatt - it ‘made tremendous strides authentici -y
those crude bcsm::;p l;hmlrr: :«;nn; h;tpmn“ e times: the (,mgd:,f Nm;nk:_“zﬁ cal method has been developed © alevd
complex and sophisticated deve 3 ino ineteenth century, :
v S f fonom. the sy, of Wsotogpely (| e il of o
2l i i value to researchers o
arwick, is of particular

The techniqué

‘s a
nal criticism or <o
by and the time of a document.

i value of a document.
g e out whedher the
erue or not. Extemal

e 4
rogether pronounce the verdict o the
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. een brought down to. the minimum. Indeed, ].B. Bury in his’
‘inangural leccure ac Cambridge declared history to be a"science ‘no’
less and‘no ’morc'. But it is to be admitted that the subjective:
clement in history makes such an ideal impossible to realize.

! . Historical Sense {

"A keen sense of the past, i.e., historical sense, has not been'
uniformly presenc among the different peoples of the world, and ar |
different times. Ancient Greece and Rome as well as Judaism and
Christianity have bequeathed to the European a strong sense of
histnry. Ancient Chinese and medieval Muslim schools of history
have been central elements in their civilizations. In comparison, the
historical sense of the Hindus of the ancient and medieval times:
was negligible. " . _ e s e B S
" Bur ‘hiscorical sense’ means much more. Like history, the othér’
social sciences, whether sociology, anthropology, political science or
economics, study man in society and they do deal with the problem
of change. But, writes Arthur Marwick, ;

¥ 7
the characteristic which marks history diit ifrom these other |
disciplines is a spécific concern with the <lement of change
through time...the social scientist looks for the common
factors, the regular patcerns, discernible’in man’s activities in
“society; the historian looks at the way societies differ from
. cach other ae different points in time, how through time = |
- societies change and develop.? 5 : ‘ :

It is his basic concern with change. through time that makes- it
~absolurely necessary for the historian ‘to know when exactly the
events which he describes took place. To narrate, analyze and -

‘incerpret events, he must know the order of their occurrence. bk

R b .
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