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Stimulus of Wars

s have slways acted s a stimulus o history writing, Hecacae
and Herodows were sirred by the  Gracko bt configes
(499479 BC), and later, in the same century, Thucydides was
moved by the Peloponnesian war (431-404 BC). War, down to our
own times, has been a scmulus o the writing of

4!"

5. Herodotus (c. 484-430 BC)
The historical genius of Herodotus and Thucydides eriumphed over
sppacendy insurmounable diffculics, namely, the spscnce of
records, and an anci-hiscorical philosophy which held hl o
# bigpeloss endesvor i e L
locus was born in an exalted family in Halicarnass bo
486 BC. His uncle’s adventares carncd hitn an exile at the age of
chiccy-rwo. The future Jistorian proficably spenc his undeserved
il in ereaching e ol i to hoseic. Fey
Creeee: Sisk st BT o G Sl 2o Phoenicie B
Wrices Will Duranc:

Wherever he wene he observed and inquired with che eye of
2 scientist and che curiosity of a child; and when in 447, he
setded down in Athens, he was armed wi i ick et
of noces conceming the . history, and manners of the
it s o o e and plagiarizing

of Hecataeus and other predecessors, he composed the mos:

famous of all hiscorical works, recording the life and hiscory”
pe. the Neac East and Greece from their legendary
origigs co che clase of the Persian war.”

Theme and Consent
‘he man known as che ‘Facher of History' announces in his
wroduction that the purpose of his Histories was to preserve for
cuse génerations the grear deeds of che Greeks and the Barbariane
ecians), and lay bace the causes war.
fittem in nine pares, cach of which is dednc::ed to one of the nine
18e5, the wark has for its main theme che Gracco-Persian conflice
dua:s.m iet.epic end ac Salamis in 480 BC. Bue Herodotus
1 braught ine his nacratiye intetesting descriptions of the
woms, dress, manners, morals and beliefs of some twenty-four
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differenc pcofplei of the castern Mediterrancan. The immense
framework of the book makes ir, a limited sense, a universal
history.

Method
erodorus’s method was to write of far-off events ce .wd o b
at_secon i uriosity and ke
obscrvation he tried to know how chings hnppeued Tie fooked for
aational explanations, showing the influence of climate and
grogmbionl fucvors, Bk b wat lIdble: to. byt Imgotsunt v
o civial incidental s, che influcnce of women, and purcly
l factors. His belicf in supermatusal influences led him
m(mdu:: into his narrative dreams, oracles, visions and divine
warnings of pproaching cvl. His chiliiba coscutsy somecimes led
to childlike credulity. H{Scrabo wrose tha chere was *mock *
nacianses la Herdons He zhuugh( that—rthe semen
Ethiopians was black; Egypria jummped into Bre; Danbiane
o drah oa ies Iy e pREmeat o0 Athine 1P Shinet g
a mighty beard; Nebuchadnezzar was a woman; and that the Alps
were a river, Bu he wrote in self-defence, “I am under obligation
to cell what is reported, but [ am not obliged to believe it; and lec
this hold for every narracive in this history.”

Style

Herodorus is patriotic in the treatment of fellow Greeks buc he
juscly gives both sides of most political disputes and testifics to the
heroism, honour and chivalry of the Persians. The facher of history
i al the fcher of pioss composicion and, = » namor, he has
never been surpassed. He wrote in a style which was ac once loose,
cuygoing, romantic snd fscinating, n'lsﬁms men's need for
entereainment, for marvellous stoties. And writing in terms of
personalicies rather than processes, e peeacmed escelieus porvasilh
of character.

Assessment

Whatever his faults, "Herodotus was the first to have sought a
perspective of man in time. Cicero called him che ‘Facher of
History’, and Lucian, like most of the ancients, ranked him above
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@l}%tydidcs.'o Shorwell describes him as the ‘Homer of the Persian
Wars”. H.E. Barnes looks upon him as “the first writer to imply
thac the task of the historian is to reconstruct the whole past life of
man and was one of the most absorbing story-tellers in the entire
course of historical writing.”1! - -

: Collingwood credits Herodotus with the creation-of scientific
history. He puts Herodotus to all the four tests of modern’
historiography and finds him wanting only in not basing his
narrative on rational evidence and interpretation. It was Herodotus
who created real history. By skilful questioning he made ic possible
2q_obtain_scientific knowledge of past human_actions which _had
been chought to be impossible. “It is the use of this word (Thistory’),
and its implications, that make Herodotus the father of history. The
conversion of legend-writing into the science of history...was a fifth

century inventign, and Herodotus was the man-who invented ir.212

6. Thucydides (c. 460-396 BC)

Born to an Athenian father and Thracian mother, Thucydides
received all the educarion thar Athens_could give. In 430 BC he _
suffe plague but death spared him for history. When
‘the ) war broke out, he kept a record of it from day
to day. In 424 BC he was chosen as one of the two generals to
command a naval expedition to Thrace, but a milicary failure
earned him an exile from Athens. This misfortune proved fortunate
for history, for Thucydides spent the next twenty years of his life
in rravel especially in the Peloponnessus. The oligarchic revolution
of 404 BC ended his exile, and he retuzied to Achens. He died —
some say by murder — about 396 BC leaving unfinished his History
of the Peloponnesian War.

Theme and Content

As a young man Thucydides had heard Herodotus’s public readings *
of his History of the Persian Wars in Athens. Unlike Herodotus who
‘ranged from age to age and place to place( Thucydides confined
~himself to cthe narrower scope of the Peloponnesian war, forcing his-
storyirito a-#igid chronological framework of seasons—the ‘surnmer
and'wintér' system. The History of the Peloponnesian War comprises.

; éighe bcﬂjks,fhcelghth book .g-nding"abmpcly‘ in the ‘middle qf ‘a
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