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1, Life and Works : i "

Hegal was born in in ‘
in the gear i, il Ptaftgact, in'the Dutchy 'Wacttenibery, |
in the ¥ ough it is common to connect Hegal with
Prussia, as he gave Prussian Constitution an exaggerated
philosophjcal endorsement; it.is important, however to remem-
per that he was a Swabian, a south German. ; '

'Hegnl claimed descent from one of the many refugees .
protestant families which had fled from Austria to Wumem-‘
berg during the persecutions of the Counter Refor‘maﬁan.- :

Hegal had his schooling at Stuttgart Gymnasium where he
consolidated his possession of contemporary learning and
enlightenment by an elaborate system of notes and extracts.

He learnt Greek thoughts : <Of all great modern philosophers, ,
Hegal is the most. thoroughly soaked and steeped in things
Gieek'.1 - i .

In 1788, at the age of 18, Hegal left the Stuttgart Gymna-
sium for the Theological Iastitute at Tubingen University,
where he stayed as a student for five years. ’ at

 Here he made friends like Holderhin, a poet in Greek,
and Schelling, a pliivlosopher who ~ worked on'his Absolute
Idealism before the age of twenty six. ~ :

Here he revolted against this religious learning—he believed '

that the “theology was concerned with understanding and not

reason’’. ; >
" French Revolution broke out when he was here ard he’
says in his, The Phenomenology of Spirit, that -««[piversal
freedom . . : it is merely the revenge and-fury of destruction”?
'A;:cording to Hegal true freedom.can be found i_n-'tht_: ‘laws
" and usages of some concrete community, in which the individual

 <an find himself. Lo ‘
He got two tutorials between 1793 t0 Iplan o th??‘w'.l:
developed his thoughts. At the beginning. of 1801 Hcga

<
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left with a legacy and was delivered from the need of t‘?t°fing_
d Schelling at Jena where he worked free from financia

He joine ;
He wrote two distinguished works :

worries.

(1) ‘The Phenomenology of Spirit, 1807

(2) The Science of logic, 1816. )

He returned to the University. and held-a chair of
Philosophy at Heidelberg from 1816 to 1818 andone at Beilin
from 1818 vpto his death in 1831. _

In 1816 he ‘published his Encyclopaedia of the Philoso-
phical Science. In 1820 he published - his,  Outlines -of the
Philosophy of Right. His most famous’ lecturss ‘on the
Philosophy of History were published after his death. He died
in 1831. Al ; - 7

2. Reason rules the World :— . 3—,‘,«1- ey g
‘Hegal Idoked upon his philosophy of history as eschato- '7
logical design, or as philosophy. In fact, he p\:oposcd to treat
history. philosophically. Philosophy is nothing but thinking or
. reflecting on history. He calls the man as'a thinking animal.
- In his view, reason rulés the world. He calls this as the
only approach to the study of history. Reason is all powerful;
and it feeds upon itself the material which it works upon.

Things Happen in the world according to reason. The
history is the rational and necessary’ way of the world spirit;
" spirit is the substance of history; the nature of the spirit is on¢

and always the same and it explicatesits one nature inthe
" world’s existence. : 4 - :

Hegal pondered over the theory which claimed that
Providence rules the world. Divine power'is said to be wisdom
based on infinite power which realizes its ends. '

Hegal said that it could not be accepted that providence is

- the basis of all world history. He argued that people put for-
wnrdvtlv:'e view that the’ individuals are the cause of differeat

T .
A
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states and events. ‘But he co :
o His?ory hidhieat moren::ug::o}:: \Z?rlt:hon the Phiiowp-hy
; c._hrisnan jl'heo_logists : “World history, Wilhe 'l?lahn'd taken by
drama of its. hls.tt?ries,_is thié process of develo all this changing
zation g the spiniks It is the true theodicy. trf):{fxm-ﬁanq e Q
God in history- Only this insight can pocané Jth”' cation of ’
world history and the actual reality, that what ha: ;le with
and is l_iappening. every day, is not only not ‘%withou?pl:nei‘" “
put is essentially the work of God”.3 od”, |
The fact remains that the reason is the heaﬁ of the matter ;

others are only mere words.
Thus Hegal's conclusion is right that there "is no history
y of human life, and that, not merely as life,

except the histor
the life of thinking being.

but as rational life,
3, The. ldea of History and its Realization:—

Our object, world history, occurs in the field of the spirit.
The world comiprises both physical and psychic nature.  Tae
physical nature affects world history .- - but the spirit and the ]
course of its development is its- substance . . . The first thing, .
therefore, which we must do is abstractly to determine the i
(The spirit is ot abstracted from human nature but

spirit. ?
individual, but also its object. It is the nature of the spirit to v
!

have itself as its object).’

als do not know that the spirit is free io itself, or
they do not know it, they

The oriet;t
Because

{hat man is free in himself.
" are not free.. : . : ;
The consciousness of freedom arose among the Greeks, and.
therefore they were freci put they, like the Roimans knew only
that a few are free, ‘and' not. man as such. Therefore the:
Greeks kept slaves and their lives and beautiful freedom Was .
tied to their masters. 6% :
dnly the Germanic_nations have i
- el gtor ¢ &) Nothetk, Guleflnc
[ SV L ol

.,r e @le,'n"'a’ﬂ .

o theends through

t
|
f
£
f
|
|
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\ Christianity, achicved consciousness that man gua man js fr“wk,

| and that freedom of the spirit constitutes his very nature ; “The j
Germanic spirit is the spirit of the new world: Its end is the -
realization of absolute truth as the unlimited self-determination
of freedom, that freedom which has its own absolute form ag
its content. The destiny of the Germanic peoples is to be the
bearers of the Christian principles. The. principle of spiritual
freedom, of reconciliation and harmony (of the objective and
subjective), was introduced into the still simple, informed minds
of the peoples. The part assigned to them in the service of the
world spirit was that of not merely possessing the idea of free-
dom as the substratum of their religious conceptions, but of
producing it in free and spontaneous developments from their
subjective self consciousness’”.6 g '

- The consciouness arose first in religion in the inner most
region of the spirit. But to exténd this principle to..the secular-
realm was a further task, the solution and execution-of which

| ‘Tequired adifficult and long labour, a civilizing process. ..
“World history is the progress which we must know and under-
-stand in its (inherent) necessity. '

. The spirit has distinction —it constitutes the final end of

1:the quld. » It.is the consciousness of its freedom and thus the
-actualization—freedom is the highes:'good_

; _What means does - freedom 'employ'! “Thi§ quéstion of
‘mieans leads into history and its phenomena. If dreedom as
such is the internal conception, the inéans are something
-external—the phenomena which present themselves in history

-as it occurs before our eyes.? «
Firstof all, we note that what we have calied priaciple, -
‘final end, distinction, or what we have' called the spirit in itsetf,
,dts nature, its conception, js merely something general an
-abstract. A principle, & maxim or Jay js something general and
sinward which as such, be it ever 5o true, is not fully actuslly
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real. f’nrpqse-s, principles and the like are in our th
m o'ur inward lrflention orin book; they are not Ot“.shts e
reall.ty- ‘What is by itself, is only a possibility aye'o:n im'u .
but it has not yet emerged into full existence. A'secgndenluamy,
must be added to make it actually real, which its ac;\:ﬁefn
or ?c.tuali!ation, and the principle. of this is the will and L:lr':c
acnwty_‘of men in the world. Only by this activity are: those
coneeptions and determinations (destinations ?) realized and
~ actualized.8 ; ; :

4. Hegalian D_iélecﬁc Bt
Since all history is the history of thought and exhibits the
self'deVEIomeHt of reason, the historical process is at bottom a
]_OEICHI process. Historical transitions are, so to speak, " logical
fransitions set out on a time-scale. _History is nothing but a
kind of logic where the relation of logical priority and poster-
jority is not so much replaced as enriched or consolidated by
becoming a relation’ of. ‘temporal priority -and posteriority.
poral p
Hence the developments that take place in history are never
accidental, they.are necessary; and our knowledge of our
historical process is not merely empirical, it is a priori, we can
see the necessity of it"".?
; . r 5 e :
(1) Hegal believed that history is not pure a priori but it
" contains a priori elements.
() History consisted of empirical events which we
outward expression of thoughts.
behi ssion (a
(3) Thoughts behind the expresst
selves) formed 3 claim of logically Cf’nne’cm‘l ‘ tudy
; . . ork by study®
Hegal in factis saying (hat B2 o this way it
ing documents and other evidence; then look_ 3t
: y are. :
he can cstablish what the [0 00 ey ook like f107 that
the facts from inside; and tell U
point of view.

re the -

nd the events them-
oncepts.

torian mus
it is only
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His theory of dialectic comes in here. He.says that any
concept generates its opposue, overcomes it, so that the way in
which the concept lives is by creatmg and overcnmmg
oppositions. &

* Hegal’s whole philosophy turns on the priqciplc that every
historical process is a dialectual process in which one form of
life, for example Greece, generates its own opposites, in this
‘case Rome, and out of this thesis and antithesis there arises a
sinthesis, in this case the Christian world.10

Croce did not like to call the concepts oppositc but differ-
ent. Hence he would not like the use of thcse dialectical

. terms,

Collingwood holds that when talking of event we could
afford to abandon the dialectical terms, but not When we are
discussing the ideas bchmd them. And this, is what Hegal
meant.

5. Private Interest and General lnt'e.rest T

Hegal says that alltogether nholhing has ever'come into being
without the icterest of those whose activity ‘was mvolved WC
may further call an interest a passion. '

.. And Hegal says that a stats will be wcll-orgamzed and
strong in itself if its general cnd is joind.to the private interests
of its citizens, the one is satisfied and realized. through the.
other—a very important proposition in.jtself.11
6: . Individuals’ Role in History .—

The world history begins with general end, namely 0
satisfy thedesire of the spirit to conceive itself. The infinit®
mass of wills, intents and activities are the tools of world spirit
toaccomplish its end , . . to.come to itself and to contemplate

o tself as Aactual reality.

Hegal gives the examples of Caesar who conqucred his

“‘enemies. But this also led to a greater Roman Emplre. “‘Such
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1 are the great men in _history whode own particular purposes
i contain the substantial task which is the will of the world
spirit"".12 . : ’

If we cast a glanice at the destiny of these world historical
individuals, they have had the good luck to be the’ executioners
of *‘a purpose which forms a stage in the forward march of the

‘general spirit’’.13 3

“He seems to personify reason into something outside
human life, which brings about through the agency of blind
and passionate men purposes which are its'purposes and not
theirs’’.14 ) . .

He believes that considering this destiny, religious ‘and
ethical decline, corruption and loss occurs because of the
guilt of the individuals (in history). «Only an animal is truly
and completely innocent.” ) .

The forces like religion, passion and ethical are limited
and subject to decline. But the inward spirit remains untouched
by the loud voice of world history. ‘

Hegal’s view of bistory is rational view, but curiously
enough he conceives, irrational elements as essential to reason
itself.15 ; . ;

7. Does History Repeat Itself?

“Hegal distinguishes spirit from nature.. Nature is not self-
conscious while the spirit is. Again, nature is repetative as the
sun follows a set route everyday, But the spirit is not cyclic, it
is progress. And the progress is for something better.

History, or the course of "spirit, does not travel in- the cir-
cles, but in spirals. Apparent repetitions are always  differen- -
tiated by having acquired something new.

Thus war appears from time to time in history, but every
‘mew war is in some ways a new kind of war, owingto the
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lessons lczirnt by human beings in the last ong,ls

8 Hegal s Place as an Hlstonogrnpher —

Engels, who had co-operated .and shared reputation \mh
Marz, said that his ““Philosophy is not disposed of by the mere
"assertion that it is false. And so powerful a work as Hegalian
philosophy— which had exercised so enormous an -influence on
the intellectual .development of the nation—could not be
disposed of by simply being ignored. It had to be “sublated” in
its own sense, that is, in the scnse that while its form had to be.
annihilated through criticism, the new content which had been
won through it had to be saved’.18

George Santay, an American philosopher, depicts Hegal as
an advocate of absolutism of the state : *“The die is cast, the war
against human nature and happiness is declared, and an idol
that feeds on b]ood the Absolute State, is set up in the heart and
over the city.”

Carl J. Friedrich says that ““much of the western philosophy
is Hegalian™.20 Patrick Gardiner wrote: ‘‘Since his death
Hegal has been the object both of extravagant eulogy and of
bitter denunciation and attack. It is, however, impossible t0
deny the range and depth of his influence on the development
of nineteenth-century thought — bolh in philosophy and in soclal
and political theory’’.2!

Collingwood said of Hegal : “He pro;mses a riew kmd of
 hisfory, to be called the philosophy ofhistory (the proposal and
the terminology being as old as Voltaire); but the philosophy of
history is for him not 4 phllosophlcal reflection on history but
history itself raised to a higher power and became phllosoph"‘al
. as distinct from merely empirical, that is, hlstory not merely -
‘ascertained as so much fact but understood by apprehendmgillc
reasons why the facts happened asthey did. This phﬂosopl’uaal
history will be a umversaI history of mankind (herc Heg
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follows f?e_"_i“)‘ and will exhibit a progress from primitive fimes
to the civilization of today. The plot of this story-is the
development of freedom, which is identical with the mora: reason
of man as exhibited in an external system of social relziions, so
that the question which philosophical history has to ‘answer is
the question how the state came into existence (all this is taken
from Kant). But the historian knows nothing of- the future;
histery culminates not in a future Utopia but .in" the actual
present (this is schiller). Man’s freedomis the same thing ‘as
his consciousness of his freedom,”so the development of freedom
is 2 development of consciousness, a process of thought or
logical development, in which the various necessary phases or
moment of the concept are . successively achieved (this
is' Fichte).  Lastly, philosophical . history exhibits no
merely human - process but a cosmic process, a. pxbc.ess' in
which the world comes to realize itself in self consciousness as
spirit (this is Schelling).. Thus every one. of the characteristic
features of Hegal’s philosophy of history.is drawn by him from

* his predecessors,, but he has combined their views with

extraordinary skill into a theory so coherent and so unified that
it deserves independent consideration as a whole_. and I propose,
therefore, to draw attention to some of i_ts distinctive features.”’22

And he.goes on : *‘Of his more- immediate disciples, Baur

specialized in the history of Christian doctrine, and Marx inthe
- history of economic activity, while Ranke was later lo’a;':up'ly
systematically his conception of historical movements or Pf'“’“‘
/s the realization of.a conception or idea such as Pro-

testantism,”’23 .

* ““He. conceived his own ph'ilosophy as the inh_cntorr :ij pI:S;
Philosophies worthy of the name, and took RIS mhjslsz =
them as stages of ‘a .development culminating in s
idealism®®,24

; el . Hecglls
. State according to Hegal acquires 3 central placc. c ,!.

«
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the state real
externally necessary . . . Thes

Popper calls him the employ

and ftrue reality is necesssity. ** What is real js
tate exists for its own sake.” :
ce of Frederick William IV of
Prussia to defend his employer. His was statephilosophy. He
defended monarchical constitution and the state as centre of all
activities.| Prussia touched the pinnacle of glory and it was the
stronghold of freedom.2% i
According to Popper, it was the spel
that Germany got united under Bismarck; and in the twc:_xliclh
century, the samg spirit was swaying the German history. |
Hegal very naturally studied other philosophers who went
before him. But it is a credit to him that he presented @
theery which makes him out as an original thinker in the field
of politics and history. Hegal did not write in vacuum is quite
obvious, but also he did not Ieave a vacuum behind. There-
forr we could say that Hegal because of his contribution would
be always remembered as a great historiographer in his own
right. . :

| of Hegal's influence

Scanned with CamScanner



A STUDY OF
HISTORIOGRAPHY

for

M.A. Students
| &
OTHER COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS

Ry

Dr. Muhammad Aslam Qureshi
M A (History), M A (Pol 5¢ ) Pb (Cold Mednlist)
D Phil (Oxon)

PUNJAB UNIVERSITY LAHORE 4,

PAKISTAN BOOK CENTRE

Chowk Urdu Bazar Royal Shopping Centre
Lahore \ 6" Road Rawalpinds
Phone 7230611 ;

Scanned with CamScanner



