LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT
Livestock (also cattle) refers to one or more domesticated animals raised in an agricultural setting to produce commodities such as food or fibre, or labor. The term "livestock" as used in this article does not include poultry or farmed fish; however the inclusion of these, especially poultry, within the meaning of "livestock" is common.

Livestock generally are raised for subsistence or for profit. Raising animals (animal husbandry) is an important component of modern agriculture. It has been practised in many cultures since the transition to farming from hunter-gather lifestyles

The term "livestock" is nebulous and may be defined narrowly or broadly. On a broader view, livestock refers to any breed or population of animal kept by humans for a useful, commercial purpose. This can mean domestic animals, semi-domestic animals, or captive wild animals. 
The economic value of livestock includes production of Meat , Dairy products , Fibre, Fertilizer and labour 
Possible Environmental Effects of Livestock Production

· Manure concentration can thin vegetation and bush, create polluted runoff, and leech into 

· groundwater. 

· Manure  contain fecal bacteria such as E-coli  which can cause sickness in humans, including vomiting, diarrhea, fever, kidney failure and sometimes death. 

· Manure can contain parasites such as Giardia and Cryptosporidium, which can cause gastrointestinal sickness, diarrhea and weight loss in humans and animals. 

· Manure in streams and waterways can reduce water quality. 

· Excess animal trampling of riparian areas can erode sediment into waterways, causing silting which can impede water flow and cause flooding. 
Sustainable Livestock Management

· Moving cattle or sheep to the feed, instead of moving feed to the animals, can greatly reduce feed, operating and labour costs. Savings of 50 % or higher are attainable when animals are left on pasture. 

· Moving animals regularly to new paddocks, feed stocks or feeding grounds will help prevent manure build-up in high-use areas. Manure handling cost can be greatly reduced. 

· Moving the herd or flock often will distribute manure (urine and feces) over more of your land base,thus enhancing soil fertility and allowing growing crops to utilize the nutrients. Commercial fertilizer requirements can be greatly reduced. 

· Use of portable wind fences in conjunction with natural shelter will make it possible to utilize a wider variety of less-expensive feeds, reduce bedding costs, and save money on capital investment. 

· Alternating wintering sites, instead of overusing the same site every winter, will reduce nutrient build-up and reduce groundcover loss. Vegetation will have a chance to recover and utilize nutrients more effectively, and your feed capacity will increase. 

· Providing a cleaner environment, away from concentrated manure sources, will foster healthier animals and reduce health costs. 
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