
Wuchereria bancrofti and 

Onchocerca 



Wuchereria bancrofti 

 Filariasis/Elephantiasis 

 Also known as Filaria bancrofti 

 Occurs worldwide 

 Inhabits lymphatic system,  

 Sheathed Micrifilariae in blood 

 Vector species include female mosquiotes of Culex, Aedes and 
Anopheles 

 Morphology: 

 Adult worm and microfilaria 



Morphology 
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Diagnosis 

 

 Eosinophilia 

 Stool examination 

 Sigmoidoscopy 

 

 Prophylaxis: 

 Sanitary disposal of feces 

 Solution of chlorpicrin will kill the eggs in soil 

  not consuming the raw and uncooked fruits and vegetables 



Onchocerca (Blinding filaria) 
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Diagnosis and prevention 

 Diagnosis: 

 Finding of adult worm 

 Finding of filaria  

 (from iliac crest mostly), 

 Can also be find from urine, sputum, CSF or lymph 

 

 Prevention and control: 

 Vector control with DDT or abate 

 Biological control by B. thuringiensis  


