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Making Growth Work for Women

To examine how different aspects of economic 

growth, and the social processes and 

infrastructure that typically accompany 

economic growth, affect womenôs economic 

empowerment in the Global South. 
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Conceptual Model

ÁEconomic growth womenôs economic 

empowerment, buté 

ïdiffers across places 

ïfor women in different economic or social circumstances

ïgrowth enhanced in some places and 

ïinhibited in others because of different initial conditions, 

including historically and geographically specific 

sociopolitical structures.
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Slums and Environmental Degradation

Á Slums are often considered a symptom of environmental degradation

ï degraded land and natural resources in rural areas combined with industrialization in urban areas 

induce rural -urban migration which leads to slum formation and expansion 

Á Slums are also considered cause of environmental degradation

ï With little assistance, inadequate facilities in slums (e.g. water and sanitation) result into 

degraded and unhealthy living and poor environmental conditions

Whether we consider slums as symptom or direct cause of environmental 

degradation, urban poor living in them face the highest risk and are first to 

experience negative effects of both extreme climate events and environmental 

deterioration particularly due to extreme poverty, their hazardous locations, 

poor housing quality, and their socio-economic and political position in the 

society



Degraded Environment and Women Empowerment in 

Slums

ÁUrbanization and Economic Growth exacerbate 
inequalities that manifest in outcomes most noticeably 
for women 

ÁEnvironmental shocks and hazards impact womenôs 
resilience ïmore likely to experience shelter 
deprivation, income loss, increased gender-based 
violence, health impacts

ÁInadequate basic services lead to extra burden on 
womenfor household chores (e.g. lack of running 
water)



Our Definition

We particularly focused on climate induced disasters

and poverty-related environmental degradation at the 

household and slum level to study these impacts 

comparatively across four South Asian cities in three 

nations.
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Research Questions

ÁTo what extent does environmental degradation

due to urbanization and economic growth impact

womenôsempowermentin South Asian slums?

ïDo women in South Asian slums experience lower levels of

empowermentdueto their increasedvulnerabilityto climatechange?

ïDo women in South Asian slums experience lower levels of

empowermentdue to poverty-relatedenvironmentaldegradationat the

household,neighborhood,andcity level?
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Hypothesized Pathways to 

Disempowerment
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Case Study Context: Twelve Slums from Four Cities
India 

Ghazipur Slum Tughlakabad Slum Hanuman Camp Slum 

   

Slum is located in East Delhi 
near a garbage dump and 

landfill site.  

Slum is located south of Delhi on 
a steep slope; the surrounding 

area is used for open defecation 
and garbage disposal.  

Slum is located in Central Dheli 
adjacent to an open city drain.  

 

Bangladesh 

Keranijang Slum Jhutt Patt i Tong Basti Sattala Basti 

   

Slum is located in the West City 
of Dhaka which falls at the low-

lying area of the confluence of 
the Buriganga River and the 

Shittalakhya River.  

Slum is located in northern part 
of Dhaka in Pallabai 

neighborhood without access to 
potable water for consumption. 

Slum is located in the Banani 
neighborhood in Dhaka North 

City Corporation with proximity 
to the Banani-Gulshan Lake 

where garbage, sewage, and 
flood waters accumulate. 

 


