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What is scanning? 
Scanning means looking quickly over a text to find specific information, such as a name, 
date or fact.  
Why should you scan a text? 
Scanning a text saves time. You can quickly find a specific fact by scanning a text. 
How do you scan a text? 
Think about the information you need. Then, move your eyes quickly over the text looking 
for important words or numbers.

READING SKILLS: Scanning



Why should you take notes? 
Taking notes as you read helps you organise and remember important ideas and 
information.  
How do you scan a text? 
When you take notes, you write only the most important words and ideas. It’s not necessary 
to write complete sentences. 
You can take notes on the main topics and details or the order of events in a text.

READING SKILLS: Taking Notes



What is previewing? 
The word preview means to look before. When you preview a reading, you look it over 
before you start to read.  
Why should you take notes? 
Previewing prepares you to read a text. When you are prepared, a text is easier to 
understand. Previewing allows you to: 
• set a purpose for reading 
• think about what you already know about the topic 
• decide how you want to read the text 

READING SKILLS: Previewing



How do you preview a reading? 
You can preview a reading in different ways. Here are some things you can do: 
• Read the title of the article. Ask yourself questions about the title and guess the answers. 
• Look at the picture and guess the reading is about. 
• Read the first sentence in each paragraph. What do you think you will learn from in each 

paragraph. 
• Set a purpose of reading. Think about what you want to learn from the reading. Write 

your ideas as questions. 

READING SKILLS: Previewing



Why are context clues? 
Sometimes you can guess the meaning of an unfamiliar word by looking at the context—the 
other words in the sentence or nearby sentences. The context gives you clues, or helpful 
information about the meaning of the unfamiliar words. 
How do you use context clues? 
The followings are three types of context clues. Notice how the underlined context clues 
help you guess the meaning of the boldfaced words. 
• An example: 
I greet people differently depending on the situation. In a formal situation, such as a job 
interview, I usually shake hands. 

READING SKILLS: Using Context Clues



• A description: 
The movie was hilarious. I laughed out loud during the movie.  
• A cause and effect relationship: 
These streets are very narrow, and the trees along the streets are very close to each other. 
The shade from the tress helps keep the streets cool. 
Keep in mind that many English words have more than one meaning. When you look up a 
word in a dictionary, remember to use context clues to choose correct definition. 

READING SKILLS: Using Context Clues



What are main ideas & details? 
Main ideas are the most important ideas in a piece of writing. The details support and make 
clear the main ideas. 
One sentence in a paragraph usually states the main idea. The other sentences give details 
or supporting ideas.   
Why should you identify main ideas & details? 
Identifying the main ideas and details helps you understand the writer’s meaning. 

READING SKILLS: Identifying Main Ideas & Details



What is an inference? 
An inference is an educated guess. When you make an inference, you look at the evidence 
and draw a conclusion.    

READING SKILLS: Making Inferences

Evidence Inference
Your friend is crying. She is unhappy.



Why should you make inferences as you read? 
Writers don’t always state an opinion or an important idea directly. Instead, readers must 
infer, or guess, the writer’s idea from the details.  
Example: 

Inferences 
There probably aren’t a lot of trees in the desert. 
It’s difficult to live in the desert. 
You need to take water with you when you travel to in the desert. 

READING SKILLS: Making Inferences

Details
It’s difficult to find water in the Sahara Desert.



What is predicting? 
Predicting means saying what you think will happen. 
Why should you make predictions as you read? 
Making predictions helps you read actively. You make a prediction, and then you read to 
check your prediction.  

READING SKILLS: Predicting
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